Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty.
Percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty (PTCA) has revolutionized the treatment of patients with coronary disease. As many as 25 per cent of those requiring myocardial revascularization can now undergo PTCA instead of bypass surgery. This article reviews PTCA techniques, clinical results, case selection, complications, recent advances in equipment design, restenosis rate, use in acute myocardial infarction, and PTCA of coronary bypass grafts.